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1. The resolution offered by Dr. Wood, 
Proposed Amendments to the Constitu- in relation to the constitutionality of receiv- 
tion of the American Medical Association.— ing delegates from colleges exclusively of 
[Several of the journals have been discuss- Dentistry and Pharmacy. 
ing the proposed amendments to the Consti-? 2. The preamble and resolutions directed 
tution of the American Medical Associa- $ to be transmitted to the Association by the 
tion. It is of great importance that this} Philadelphia County Medical Society. 
subject should be freely canvassed; and,} 3, The resolution relative to a more equa- 
that it may be done so understandingly, we } ble plan of representation than our present 
copy from the new volume of Transactions, } one, 
just completed, the report of the committee; 4, The resolution presented by Dr. Rey- 
appointed in 1851, and made at the last} burn on behalf of the Committee on Medi- 
meeting of the Association. The following, } cal Literature. 
it must be observed, is the majority report; 5 The protest from the Iowa University 
a minority report was also made, Proposing} against the representation of the Rush 
further changes (see No. of this Journal Medical College in the Association. 
for June, p. 45), and also a report from a 
new committee, who proposed a third plan 
(see this Journal for June, pp. 50, 51).] 
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Each of these requires separate consider- 
ation, and this the Committee will give to 
them. 

Report of the Committee on Amendments to 
the Constitution, etc—Appointed May,; 1, The resolution offered by Prof. Geo. 
1851. B. Wood, of Pennsylvania. This is as 
Your Committee have had referred to? follows:— 

them the following subjects :— ¢ ‘© Resolved, That colleges exclusively of 
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Dentistry and Pharmacy are not recog- {ject and meaning, it entirely confirms this 
nized, by this Association, as among the} construction. Thus the Chairman of the 
bodies authorized to send delegates to its | Committee, Dr. John Watson, of New 
meetings.’’ York, who drafted the Constitution, in re- 
It will be perceived that the Committee ; ply to some inquiries on the subject, writes 
are not instructed by this resolution to con- as follows :— 
sider whether it is expedient or not to allow} ‘‘ You inquire whether the Committee 
colleges exclusively of Dentistry and Phar-; who drafted the Constitution understand 
macy to send delegates to this Association ; that the term ‘ Medical Colleges,’ as there- 
—and this question will therefore not be’ in used, can be applied to colleges exclu- 
touched—but they are directed simply to} sively of Dentistry or of Pharmacy? You 
report whether, under our present Constitu- ? want to know what meaning the said Com- 
tion, they enjoy the privilege of being re- mittee attach to the words ‘other perma- 
presented. This latter question must be;nently organized medical institutions of 
answered by a reference to the article in the ‘ good standing,’ and whether by these terms 
Constitution which designates the bodies: they intended to grant privilege of member- 


entitled to send delegates. j ahip in the Association to colleges exclu- 
The words of that article are :— sively of Dentistry or Pharmacy ?”’ 
‘* The delegates shall receive the re “In reply to these questions, I can only 


say that the Committee which drafted the 
societies, medical colleges, hospitals, luna- Constitution never once entertained the 
tic asylums, and other permanently organ-{ thought that dentists or pharmaceutists 
ized medical institutions of good standing, § would ever be likely to ask, in their exclu- 
in the United States.’’ sive capacity as such, either part or lot in 
It would be altogether a supererogatory } the affairs of the medical profession, and 
task to enter into an elaborate discussion to} consequently the articles of our Constitution 
prove that colleges exclusively of dentistry § were framed without the slightest reference 
or of pharmacy are not medical colleges in i either to the institutions or to the individuals 
the ordinary or strict acceptation of that; devoted to these pursuits.”’ 
term. Nor can it be maintained that they 
are included in the expression ‘‘ other per-} 2, The preamble and resolutions laid be- 
manently organized medical institutions,” } fore the Association by Dr. Yardley, on 
since that designation is equally inapplicable; behalf of the Philadelphia County Medical 
to them; and, moreover, the context clear- } Society, are as follows:— 
ly shows that it was meant to apply to pri-3;  ‘‘ Whereas, the Constitution of the Ame- 
vate medical schools, dispensaries, and the; rican Medical Association, by providing for 
like institutions. } the reception of delegates from all perma- 
It is a fundamental maxim of the com- ; nently organized medical societies, medical 
mon law, in the interpretation of statutes, colleges, hospitals, lunatic asylums, and 
that the intention of those who enacted } other permanently organized medical insti- 
them is to be followed. This intention is} tutions, unjustly favours the profession in 
to be gathered from the words, the context, } cities where such institutions exist and can 
the subject-matter, the effects and conse-}be readily formed, and diminishes the im- 
quences, and the spirit or reason of the law. } portance and thereby discourages the forma- 
And in respect to the words, they are to} tion of county medical societies in rural dis- 
be understood in their ordinary and natural} tricts ; therefore, 
sense, in their popular meaning and com-} ‘‘ Resolved, That the Constitution of said 
mon use. Association should be altered so as to admit 
Interpreted in accordance with this’ only delegates from County or State So- 
maxim, the article of the Constitution under } cieties. 
consideration admits of no other construc-} ‘‘ Resolved, That a copy of the preceding 
tion, whether we regard the ordinary mean- } preamble and resolution, signed by the Pre- 
ing of the words or the spirit of the enact-{ sident and Secretary, be transmitted to the 
ment, than that proposed in the resolution} Association at its next session.”’ 
of Dr. Wood. And if we might go still It must be admitted that our Constitution 
further, and adduce the testimony of: the places within the reach of a portion of the 
author of the Constitution as to its true ob- § profession in large cities the acquisition of 


ment from permanently organized medical 
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the privilege of a higher ratio of representa- 
tion than is attainable by physicians who 
reside in rural districts. Such of the former 
as have a professorship, an hospital appoint- 
ment, or membership in several societies, 
may be represented twenty, thirty, forty, or 
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organization of the profession, and as the 
institutions in question have no interest 
likely to be especially affected by the acts 
of the Association, it is neither important 
to them nor to the Association that they 
should be represented. 


fifty per cent., and even—one instance of Altogether different is the case as regards 
which we could adduce—upwards of one ‘ medical colleges. Among the prominent 
hundred per cent.; while the latter are re- ‘ objects of the Association, are the improve- 
presented, generally, only ten per cent. ¢ment of medical education and the elevation 

The second proposition advanced in the ; of the standard for the doctorate, and all 
preamble, viz. that the Constitution of the ; measures for the achievement of these aims 
Association “diminishes the importance, and ; must affect the interests of those institu- 
hereby discourages the formation of County ‘tions. The professors in them, moreover, 
Medical Societies in rural districts’’ cannot {have become familiar with the practical 
be so readily assented to; indeed, it appears } working of our system of education, its ad- 
to your Committee to have been assumed {vantages and defects, and from their expe- 
without due consideration. ‘rience and attention to the subject, must 

The whole number of cities in the United ‘ possess information which it may be most 
States, compared with that of rural districts, ‘important for the Association to be able 
is inconsiderable, and the preponderance, readily to elicit, in order that the reforms 
therefore, in the representation from the for- ‘ which it may endeavour to accomplish shall 
mer, is diminished exactly in proportion to : be practicable as well as desirable. Equally 
the extent to which the latter are organized. ' important, then, is it to those institutions 
It requires only a small portion of the latter ; and to the Association that they should be 
to be represented in order to secure to them ‘represented. To the former, that they may 
a majority of votes, and consequently the ‘ have the opportunity of defending their own 
Constitution holds out strong inducements ; interests; and to the latter, that it may 





for the formation of County Medical Socie- ; 
ties in rural districts, if the profession there 
desire to acquire an ascendency in the Asso- 
ciation. 

The purpose of the resolution presented 
by the Philadelphia County Medical Society 
is to deprive ‘‘ Medical colleges, hospitals, 
lunatic asylums, and other permanently or- 
ganized medical institutions,”’ and also all 
‘¢ permanently organized medical societies,”’ 


except County or State Medical Societies, of 


the privilege of being represented in the As- 
sociation. 

No weighty objections, perhaps, can be 
urged against the adoption of so much of this 
resolution as refers to ‘‘hospitals, lunatic 
asylums, and other permanently organized 
medical institutions.”’ 

The object of the framers of the Constitu- 


legislate with the knowledge necessary to 
$ render its measures judicious and fruitful. 
é 


‘ Further, if the colleges have the favour 
‘accorded to them of pleading their own 
j cause, they can with the less grace and pro- 

priety refuse to comply with the recom- 
‘ waatulone and requirements of the Asso- 


ciation. 


But justice to them does not require, nor 
‘is it compatible with the rights of the great 
mass of the profession, that those institutions 
; should enjoy so large a ratio of representa- 
; tion, which, in no instance, is less than 
‘twenty-five, and in several is as high as 
fifty per cent.’ 

j The forty-five medical colleges are enti- 
¢tled to ninety delegates, and the schools, 
‘ through their influence in hospitals, private 


tion, in extending the privilege of represent- ‘ medical associations, &c., might consider- 
ation to these institutions, was probably to ‘ ably increase the number of professors dele- 


obtain a large attendance, especially of those ‘ 
holding responsible stations, and therefore 
possessing influence; and in the then exist- 
ing very limited and imperfect organization 
of the profession, the plan they devised was ‘ 


gated to any meeting. The average num- 


: ber of delegates present at the four meetings 
‘of the Association is about 270; at Charles- 


ton the number was only 220. Now, if the 
colleges were to make a preconcerted, 





sufficiently well adapted to the purpose. é united effort, they could, to a very consider- 

But since that period great advances have ; able extent, control the action of the Asso- 

‘ Ce . . . 

been made towards a general and better ‘ciation, and thus sacrifice the interests of 
c 
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the 30,000 practitioners of the United States } ciation; and in proportion as the latter ac- 
for the benefit of about 200 professors. ;quires importance and authority will this 
An alteration of the Constitution requires ; evil increase, for the unworthy members of 
a vote of three-fourths, and could not,‘ our profession will naturally desire to bolster 
therefore, be effected, if the colleges were} up their characters by securing fraternity 
opposed to it; for, at a meeting where only } with this Association. 
the average number were present, it would: Some means of protection from this dis- 
require but 68 votes to defeat a project of} grace is imperiously demanded. No very 
this kind, and that number, it is clear, the ; feasible one presents itself to your Commit- 
colleges might easily command. } tee, except the obvious one of disfranchising 
It is but right, therefore, that the ratio of all private associations. Let us inquire 
representation accorded to the schools should § whether the difficulties in the way of this 
be reduced, and it might also with great} cannot be overcome. 
propriety be made contingent upon oe In many of the States, the profession is 
compliance with certain conditions. Bythe$ sufficiently well and generally organized, 
adoption of this plan, the Association will} for the privilege of representation to be re- 
acquire some authority over the schools; stricted to the County and State Societies, 
and if, in aid of this, those members who, } as this would not debar from representation 
annually, so earnestly advocate improve- $ any respectable practitioner who wishes to 
ment in medical education and the elevation’ enjoy it. Such will also be the case in all 
of the standard for the doctorate, will as; the States in which an organization is yet 
sincerely and zealously exert their influence } to be effected, if they will take the proper 
in favour of those colleges which concur in} preliminary measures—such, for instance, 
carrying these reforms into effect, the recu-;as those adopted by the State Society of 
sant schools will soon find that a regard to; Pennsylvania, which authorizes the mem- 
their own interests, of which they have } bers of the profession in any county to form 





never been unmindful, will require them to 
abandon their opposition to the wishes of 
the profession. 

The disfranchisement of all organized 
medical societies except County and State 
Societies presents, under existing circum- 
stances, some difficulties. These may not, 
however, prove to be insurmountable; and 
although it is hardly to be-expected that 
any scheme can be devised which shall be ; 
acceptable to every one, a consideration of } 
the subject may suggest a course, which, if 
it fail to satisfy, may at least do justice toall. 

Those who are acquainted with the his: } 
tory of the Association know, that some of; 
its most active and useful members are gen- ; 
tlemen who have always stood aloof from} 





themselves into a county society, provided 
they give public notice of the meeting for 
the purpose, and invite all the regular mem- 
bers of the profession in the county to join 
therein. 

It is in a few of the early organized States 
in which the principal impediments to the 
carrying out this plan are encountered. In 
these, either from the organization having 
been originally defective and exclusive, or 
else from the supineness of those who 
should have taken the lead in the enter- 
prise, it has been stated to your Committee 
that the control of the County and State 
Societies has been obtained by practitioners 
of inferior attainments and character, and 
those who have attained to the highest sta- 





connection with their County and State $ tion by their learning and skill are excluded 
Societies from personal considerations, and } from, or repudiate membership in, these so- 
the Association would never have had the? cieties. These impediments are, however, 
benefit of their counsel and support but for} less serious than is represented. ‘Time, 
the privilege accorded by our Constitution $ with a little forbearance, and a small sacri- 
to private associations. But, like all good, ; fice of feeling, will suffice to remove them; 
this has been attended by its allotments of} and when the great interests of the profes- 
evil. In addition to the inequality of repre-; sion are to be promoted, and their rights 
sentation to which this privilege gives rise, ; secured at so trifling a cost, it may be safely 
it opens the door to serious abuses. It en-; assumed that the noble spirits who have 
ables individuals, who cannot gain admit- justly reached to high eminence—and such 
tance into any respectable society in their } only are implicated in this matter—will es- 
own neighborhood, by forming private } tablish an additional claim to the respect of 
cliques, to appear as delegates in this Asso- ; their brethren, and prove themselves more 
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worthy of the reputation they have achieved, { ther inconsistent with the representative 
by making the necessary personal sacrifice } plan; it has, more than any other feature, 
at = altar of _ — = tended to a misapprehension of our organi- 

ere is another obstacle to the adoption } zation, and has been successfully seized 

of this plan, in the non-existence of County upon by its enemies to cast caant upon 
Societies in numerous districts of many of} the Association. 
the States of the Union. The only means} Another objectionable feature was the in- 
of surmounting this, is for the profession in} troduction of a class termed ‘‘ members by 
such places to set themselves zealously to: invitation.” The Association being a re- 
work to form District Societies. There are ; presentative body, the election into which is 
men = a in = State so} strictly guarded by statute, it involves an 
sparsely populated that ten physicians can-{ utter inconsistency, and opens wide the 
not be assembled to constitute a society, } door to abuses, to allow the delegates to add 
and thus entitle themselves to send a dele- } to their numbers. 
gate to the Association, and, where this ie; Still more liable to abuses would this be, 
= _ two or = counties might unite } were ve — members, as has been 
or the purpose. hose practitioners who} proposed, entitled to vote; since at an 
are unwilling to encounter the trouble or} meeting, by securing the election of their 
incur the expense of attending a meeting of} friends to “‘ membership by invitation,”’ 
a society once a year, have little cause of ; they might completely control the action of 
complaint that they have no representation } the Association, and the delegates would be 
in our national medical congress. } powerless. 

ni ;, . In conformity with the views above ex- 

. The resolution offered by Dr. Atlee} pressed, and in order to attain t j 

instructs the Committee to ie te anal at in the resolution of Dr, aye 
some more equable plan of representation} Committee propose that the whole section 
{than the present one] cannot be adopted. in the Constitution which relates to mem- 

There are but two plans of organization; bers, with the exception of the last para- 
which can be devised: the one is to intro- ; graph, be stricken out ; and that the follow- 
duce the members of the profession directly ; ing be inserted in its place :— 
by election, and to hold mass meetings;; ‘The delegates to the meetings of the As- 
the other is the representative. } sociation shall collectively represent and 

The first is so manifestly absurd and im- } have cognizance of the common interests of 
practicable, that it is unnecessary to devote the Medical Profession in every part of the 
to it a moment’s consideration. United States; and shall hold their appoint- 
‘ The other is the one adopted by the} ment from County and State Societies, and 
ramers of our Constitution. Unhappily, } from chartered Medical Colleges. Each 
the profession was organized to so limited; Delegate shall hold his appointmeni for one 
an extent, at that time, that it was thought} year, and until another is appointed to suc- 
necessary to resort to expedients, in order } ceed him, and shall be entitled to participate 
to secure a sufficiently large attendance of} in all the business and affairs of the Asso- 
delegates; and hence probably it was that} ciation. 
the privilege of representation was extended} Every County or District Society shall 
to all permanently organized medical insti } have the privilege of sending to the Asso- 
tutions, private medical associations, &c.,} ciation one delegate for every ten of its 
and by which the equality of representation } regular contributing members, and one for 
was destroyed. every additional fraction of more than one- 

There were also other incongruous fea- { half of this number. 
tures engrafted on the plan, equally objec-; Every State Society shall have the privi- 
tionable. The most obnoxious of these was} lege of sending four delegates, and in those 
the creation of a class of permanent mem- States in which there are no County or Dis- 
bers. The privileges awarded by our Con- } trict Societies, in lieu of the privilege of 
stitution to permanent members may seem } sending four delegates, they shall be entitled 
to be but a trifling remuneration for the} to send one delegate for every ten of their 
sacrifices and expenses incurred by those} regular contributing members. 
who have served as delegates. But the ex-{ But no State or County Society shall have 
istence of this class of members is altoge- { the privilege of representation which does 
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not require of its members an observance of ‘confidently believe that, if it be not expe- 
the Code of Ethics of this Association. ‘dient, and this may be the case, to carry 

The Faculty of every chartered Medical {out immediately all the reforms contem- 
College shall have the privilege of sending ‘plated, they may be gradually introduced 
one delegate to the Association, provided ‘year after year, and, when the work is ac- 
that the said Faculty comprise not less than ‘complished, that the plan will work well, 
six professors, who give one course of in- {and will secure to the fullest attainable 
struction annually, of not less than sixteen {extent an equable representation, while it 
weeks, on Anatomy, Materia Medica, Theo- {is also in entire harmony with our politi- 
ry and Practice of Medicine, Theory and ;cal institutions. The members of the 


Practice of Surgery, Midwifery, and Che- ‘ County Societies will be the constituency, 


mistry; and provided also that the said {and each will have a vote in the election of 
Faculty requires of its candidates for gra- ;members to our medical congress; while 
duation: 1. That they shall be twenty-one {the State Societies, like our State legisla- 
years of age. 2. That they shall have stu- jtures, will contribute a conservative ele- 
ment, such as are our Senators. 


have been with some respectable practi-} The only deviation from this analogy is 


tioner. 3. That they shall have attended 
two full courses of lectures, with an inter- 
val of not less than six months between 
them, one of which courses must have been 
in their institution; and 4. That they shall 
show, on examination, that they are quali- 
fied to practise medicine; and provided fur- 
ther, that the Faculty, both in their corpo- 
rate as well as in their individual capacity, 
shall acknowledge their fealty to the Code 
of Ethics of this Association. 

It has not been considered expedient to 
require of the schools at this time, in order 
for them to be entitled to representation, 
that they should adopt all the reeommenda- 
tions of the Association, as his course 
would exclude nearly every medical school, 
and, all being thus put upon the same foot- 


died three entire years, two of which : 


ing, the Association would deprive itself of 


a very important check upon them. The 
Association should not be considered, how- 
ever, by this, as retracing its steps; its ob- 
ject may be hereafter more successfully 
carried out, by adding, from time to time, 


the privilege allowed to medical colleges, 
under certain restrictions, of sending dele- 
gates. This, however, cannot be produc- 
tive of any appreciable disturbance of the 
equality of representation, while the advan- 
tages to be derived from it, as already 
(shown, are so weighty, that it is recom- 
mended to the favourable consideration of 
the Association as a highly important fea- 
ture in the plan. 

We will not assert that the proposed plan 
of organization will ‘‘ popularize,’ or re- 
‘move from the Association the imputations 
‘cast upon it by its enemies of being ‘‘ aris- 
i tocratic ;’’ because, however appropriate 
such words may be in the political arena 
and to political demagogues, they would be 
$indecorous, we had almost said, insulting 
‘language in an association of learned gen- 
faa But we do claim for the plan, that 
‘it places within the reach of every regular 
, member of the profession the privilege of 
‘ being represented ; and further, that, if they 
cexercise that privilege judiciously, it will 


as may be deemed expedient, to the require- ;secure to the Association the best men in 
ments; and among the earliest of these, {the profession, and it will then embody the 
should be, to make it incumbent on the § wisdom requisite to guide its deliberations, 
schools to demand of their candidates hos {the experience and learning necessary to 
pital attendance, and a course of dissec- ‘enable it to enlarge the bounds of our 
tions, and that the second course of instruc- {science, to increase the certainty, perfect 
tion should be either in their own school or } the efficiency, and augment the usefulness 
in one entitled to send delegates to this {of our art—and the personal character and 


Association. 

The plan of organization now submitted 
is not offered as a perfect one—for what 
human institution is so? Some of the 
learned members of the Association present 
may be able to offer useful suggestions for 
its amendment. But such as it is, it is the 
best the Committee could devise, and they 


. 


moral influence essential to make its recom- 
mendations respected and its behests obey- 
ed. And if the possession of these qualities 
constitute the aristocracy complained of, we 
trust that the Association will be ever so 
distinguished. 

A scheme of organization, differing, in 
some important details, from that proposed 


4 


’ 
; 
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by your Committee, has been published } loudly of it as an act of oppression and the 
and obtruded upon the Association without ; result of jealousy, and hence secure popular 
regard to the courtesy, either to the Asso-)sympathy. ‘Thus, in a short time, certifi- 
ciation or to its Committee, usually ob-;cates of membership in this Association 
served on similar occasions, and which it} would be regarded as affording as little evi- 
was the intention of your Committee to have dence of professional standing as the colle- 
passed over in silence. But they have found; giate diploma now is of the qualification to 
that it has made an impression on many who } } practise. 
have not duly weighed it, and they may, | 
therefore, be excused if they devote a few} 4. The resolution offered by Dr. Reyburn, 
moments to its examination. } on behalf of the Committee on Medical Lite- 
The main features of this plan are the re- ‘rature, i is as follows :— 
striction of the privilege of sending delegates} ‘‘ Resolved, Theta special committee of 
to the County Societies, and the bestowal | five be appointed to take into consideration 
of certificates of membership in the Ameri- ; that portion of this report which refers to the 
can Medical Association upon all nen! organization of a society for the reception 
of County Societies. Much importance is? and discussion of original scientific papers, 
attached to this latter device, which it is} and that said committee be and is hereby 
conceived will furnish conclusive evidence } instructed to present the details of a plan, if 
of professional merit and standing, and serve } } deemed by them expedient, for such a so- 
effectually to distinguish the regular from ; ciety or section at the next annual meeting.”’ 
the irregular practitioner. This scheme of} The Association has been reproached by 
giving certificates might be dismissed as a } reviewers abroad, with having been content 
puerile conceit, on a par with the cap and} to gather the results of the toils of others, 
gown of the collegiate student, or the} without contributing anything original to the 
badge of their literary society, which sopho- } advancement of our science. Whatever can 
mores delight to exhibit at their button-hole, } lend countenance to such an imputation 
did it not involve the Association in unne- } should be promptly removed. The altera- 
cessary responsibility, while it would en- } ‘tions made in our Constitution at the last 
tirely fail in effecting its design.  sanalan will, it is hoped, accomplish this. 
Every one at all familiar with the history ; The changes alluded to are the abrogation 
of societies, knows how impracticable it is to} of the standing committees, whose reports 
maintain their purity. The unworthy will} consisted for the most part of matters already 
occasionally gain admittance—some, who} ; published in the journals, and therefore 
maintained a fair character when elected,} familiar to every well-read physician—and 
will be tempted to deviate from the proper? the substitution of special committees to in- 
path. To expel such is almost impossible. 3 Vestigate and report on appointed subjects; 
By the plan under consideration the disgrace } and also the inducements held out for the 
resulting from the acts of such persons will presentation of original papers by the offer 
as prominently affect the whole Association? of prizes for those worthy of such distinc- 
as the County Society on which the respon- } tion. 
sibility should exclusively rest. Those | Should the hopes entertained on this sub- 
members of the profession who find it most ; ject not be realized, and it be found that the 
necessary to resort to adventitious aids to} short period of our session is consumed in 
sustain their characters, will be precisely { discusaing subjects of personal or minor in- 
those who will make the strongest efforts to‘ terest, far better would it be to create a sec- 
obtain these certificates, and will most osten- f tion in which the members who may desire 
tatiously display them. Even such agers it may debate such matters and make stump 
after they have been expeiled from their’ speeches, and to retain for the general Asso- 
County Societies for unprofessional conduct, } ciation the investigation of scientific subjects, 
if this should ever occur, will continue to} the promotion of researches calculated to 
display their certificates of membership in‘ add to our knowledge of diseases, and per- 
the Association, as quacks continue to pub- $ fect our means of curing them. 
lish their certificates long after those who 
gave, have disavowed them. Eventheex-} 5. ‘‘ The protest from the Iowa Univer- 
pulsion of the individuals in question will, sity against the representation of the Rush 
be a benefit to them, for they will complain, Medical College in this Association’’ has 
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never been placed in the hands of your Com- } 
mittee, and they are consequently unable 
to make any report in relation thereto. } 
ISAAC HAYS, Chairman, 
D. HUMPHREYS STORER, § 
J. B. JONES, Committee. } 


2 


Abstract of the Transactions of the Illinois i 
State Medical Society for the year — 
The Illinois State Medical Society held its 
second annual meeting in Jacksonville, on 
the Ist, 2d, and 3d of June last. The Pre- 
sident, Dr. Samuel Thompson, in the chair. 

A committee of one from each Society 
represented, chosen by their respective dele- 
gations, was appvinted to nominate officers } 
for the ensuing year. This committee re-} 
ported as follows :— 

President.--Dr. Rudolphus Rouse, of 
Peoria. 

Vice-Presidents.--Drs. Thomas Hall, of 
Toulon, and Nathaniel English, of Jackson- 
ville. 

Secretaries.—Drs. E. S. Cooper, of Peoria, 
and H. A. Johnson, of Chicago. 

Treasurer.--Dr. Edward Dickenson, of 
Peoria. 

The report was accepted. The newly 
elected president, on taking the chair, made 
a brief and pertinent address. 

Dr. Samuel Thompson delivered the an- ; 
nual address, for which a vote of thanks was 
adopted, and a copy requested for ual 
tion. 

Dr. E. S. Cooper, of Peoria, read the fol- 
lowing papers: 1. Un collodion as a remedy 
in eutropium. 2. Onanew mode of cauteriz- 
ing the urethra, with a description of an in- 
strument for the purpose. 3. On a new 
method of treating false anchylosis of the} 
knee-joint, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

Dr. Cooper, the Secretary, read a paper $ 














MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Whereas, Aneffort is now being made to 
induce the legislature of this State to appro- 
priate the ‘‘ College and Seminary Funds’’ 
to their original appropriate object, either 
by establishing a State University, or by 
distributing the annual proceeds of said funds 


} among colleges already established: There- 


fore, 
Resolved, That in view of the importance 


of sound medical knowledge and skill to all 


classes of people, we deem it not only just 
to the profession of medicine, but also tothe 
best interests of the people, that all regularly 
organized Medical Colleges which are now, 
or may be hereafter in active operation in 
this State, should be placed upon the same 
footing with the best literary colleges in 
any distribution or appropriation that the 
legislature may make of the College and 
Seminary Funds, or their annual proceeds. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to memorialize the legislature in 
accordance with the foregoing preamble and 
resolution, and that each member of the 
Society be requested to use his influence to 
further the same object. 

The question being taken on the adoption 
of the preamble and resolutions, they were 
adopted unanimously ; and Drs. N.S. Davis, 
T. Hall, and E. Roe were appointed the 
committee. 

Professor Davis proposed to donate twenty 
dollars to the Society as a prize for the best 
essay on any subject the Society may select. 

Dr. Roe then offered a resolution that the 
proposition of Professor Davis be accepted, 
and that a committee of three be appointed 
to select a subject; which resolution was 
adopted, and Drs. Davis, Roe, and Shoe- 
maker were appointed that committee. 

C. N. Andrews moved that a committee 
of three be appointed to receive and judge 
of such essays as may be presented in ac- 





by Dr. L. C. Lane, of Peoria, on the} cordance with the resolution just adopted; 
“* changing contused and lacerated to incised } whereupon, by a vote of the Society, Drs. 
wounds,’”’ which was referred for publica-} R. Rouse, C. N. Andrews, and T. Hall 





tion. 

Dr. Davis, Chairman, read a report from 
the Committee on Practical Medicine. 

It was resolved to hold the next annual 
meeting in Chicago on the first Tuesday in 
June, 1853. 

Dr. N. S. Davis was appointed to deliver 
the annual public address at the next meet- 
ing. 

The following preamble and resolutions 
were introduced by Dr. T’. Hall:— 


were appointed such committee. 

On motion of Dr. Cooper, the Society 
proceeded to the appointment of Delegates 
to the American Medical Association, and 
the following named members of this Society 
were severally nominated, and by vote of the 
Society elected Delegates to represent this 
Society in the American Medical Associa- 
tion, at its next session, to be held in the 
city of New York, viz.: Dr. Rudolphus 
Rouse, Dr. E. S. Cooper, and Dr. J. L. 
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Hamilton, of Peoria; Professor N. S. Davis, } 
and Dr. A. B. Palmer, of Chicago; Dr. E. } 
N. Andrews, of Rockford; Dr. H. Shoe- 
maker, of Columbia. 

Dr. Hall called the attention of the Society 
to the following advertisement :-— 


“DR. J. W. HALSTED, Oculist, 


Residing at La Fayette, Stark County, 
Illinois, would respectfully announce to 
those afflicted with diseased eyes, whether 
of recent or long standing, that he is fully 
prepared to treat all such cases with the ut- 
most care and attention. From his know- 
ledge and success in the treatment of dis- 
eased eyes, he feels confident in thus offering 
himself to the public. He would further 
state, for the benefit of those who may reside 
at a distance wishing to put themselves under 
his care, that he has provided suitable board- 
ing accommodations, where all such persons 
will be provided for in the best possible 
manner, and that no means will be spared 
to insure entire success.”’ 

Dr. Hall stated that, on account of said 
advertisement, after proper notice, and a 
refusal to withdraw it, the advertiser was 
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trated by experiments and facts as far as 
possible. 

Resolved, That the Illinois State Medical 
Society offer the twenty dollars donated by 
Dr. N.S. Davis asa premium for the best 
essay on the above subject. And that all 
papers designed as competitors for this pre- 
mium must be sent to Dr. R. Rouse of Pe- 
oria, on or before the 1st of May next; in- 
dorsed with a motto, and accompanied by 
the name of the author, in a sealed envelope 
on which is the same motto as on the essay. 
The committee to examine the essays and 
to award the premium will report at the 
next anniversary of the State Society. The 
names of the unsuccessful candidates will 
remain in their sealed envelopes, and with 
the essays returned to their authors, if re- 
quested. 

Which report was adopted. 

On motion, it was also Resolved, That the 
Secretaries cause the report of the Commit- 
tee on Prize Essays to be published in se- 
veral of the leading newspapers of the State. 

Dr. C. N. Andrews, in pursuance to ap- 
pointment, delivered a publicaddress. The 
subject was, ‘‘ Divinity, Law, and Physic ;’”’ 


expelled from Stark County Medical So- showing that, as professions, each had its 


ciety ; and the opinion of this Society is now 
asked with regard to the propriety of such 
proceedings. 

After considerable discussion, the follow- 
ing resolution, offered by Dr. Shoemaker, } 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the advertisement present- ' 
ed for the consideration of this Society, by ' 
Dr. Hall, is unprofessional in its character, ' 


origin in the necessities of human society 
and civilization, and that they are not op- 
posed to each other; but that, in their rela- 
tions to each other, and to society, they are 
mutual and co-operative. 

A vote of thanks was adopted for the ad- 
dress, and its publication ordered. 

A vote of thanks was adopted to the offi- 
cers, &c., &c., and the Society then ad- 


and contrary to the code of ethics of this So- } journed to meet next year in Chicago. 


ciety; which resolution was by vote of the { 
Society adopted. 4 
Dr. Hall then made some remarks on the} 
use of citric acid in rheumatism, and gave ? 
the history of some severe and opments 
hopeless cases, in which it was remarkably 
successful after the failure of other treatment. 
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Death from Chloroform accidentally admi- 


Professor Davia, Chairman of the Com- ? nistered in the Massachusetts General Hos- 
mittee on the subject of the prize essays, } pital, November 6, 1852. [Chloroform was 


then submitted the following report :— 
The Committee to propose a subject for } 
Prize Essays would propose the antag 
viz. :— ; 
The differences in the Physiological ond} 
Pathological action of that class of pared 


called Stimulants, of which alcohol is the 


accidentally administered in the Massachu- 
setts General Hospital, on the 6th of Novem- 


ber last, for chloric ether, in one case with 
very serious consequences, and in another 
with a fatal result. We extract the follow- 
ing particulars of this occurrence from a 
very interesting lecture by Prof. J.C. War- 


type ; and Tonics, of which the bitter barks? ren, the Nestor of American Surgery, who, 
and iron may be considered as specimens. } at an age which would well justify repose, 
It is expected that the essays will be illus- ‘still labours for the advancement of the 


‘ 
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science he has so long illustrated andadorned ; parotid gland itself incised, and a rounded 
with a zeal which would do credit to youth, {regular tumour inclosed in a fibrous sac was 
and which will secure to him enduring ‘brought into view. At this moment those 
honours :—] ‘ appointed to watch the patient gave a signal 
A number of operations were to be per-: that the pulse was failing and respiration 
formed, and the patients to be etherized. scarcely perceptible. Immediately cold 
For this etherization, chloric or sulphuric ‘ water was dashed on his face, and this not 
ether is usually employed. Chloroform, the ; reviving him, motions of the chest (in imita- 
popular favourite, is never used in this insti- {tion of respiration) by moving the ribs up 
tution except as an internal application; jand down, blowing of air into his face, and 
but on this occasion it was introduced from ‘ afterwards into one nostril, stopping the other 
the fact that it had been poured into a bottle ‘ | (pressing back the larynx so as to prevent 
labelled with the title ‘‘ concentrated chloric {the air from going into the stomach), fric- 
ether.”’ This bottle, then, marked as con- {tions of the limbs, clearing the mouth of 
centrated chloric ether, was placed on the ; saliva and froth, and removing the mucus 
table, and employed for these operations | from the throat by the finger, were resorted 
without suspicion, on our part, that it was{to. Atthis period I called for ammonia. 
not the article designated by the label on{ During the past year, I have been in the 
its surface. The error escaped the observa- ; habit, when a patient was to be etherized, to 
tion of those who administered it from the direct a bottle of ammoniated alcohol to be 
fact that there is a resemblance in the sen- | placed on the table. This substance is a 
sible qualities of the two articles. Su that | powerful stimulant, and has been employed 
three persons were etherized with chloroform ‘from an ancient period to revive persons af- 
instead of chloric ether. *  * *  * {fected with many of the formsof suffocation, 
Three cases presented themselves for ‘or asphyxia, and also for fainting. Its ob- 
operation. ‘The first was on a contracted {ject is not to oxygenate the blood, which it 
hand. ‘The patient was etherized with the ‘ cannot do, but to give a spur fo the nervous 
supposed chloric ether. In two or three (system, and put in motion the dormant vital 
minutes, anesthesia being produced, the | energy, for which purpose it issuperior to any 
operation was performed under the continued { ‘other stimulant. This is not the strongest 
administration of the same article during { preparation, but there was brought by mis- 
from five to ten minutes. The patient es- (take, and without my being aware of the 
caped without any other inconvenience than ‘ fact, a bottle of aqua ammonie, which is 
a slight soreness of the throat—an effect of | three times stronger than that above named. 
the inhalation of chloroform which I have ‘It has the same colour, and also the same 
myself experienced. ‘ odour, though the latter in a greater degree, 
The second case was of a tumour on the ; with the ammoniated alcohol. The differ- 
right side of the face in the region of the ‘ence, however, would not be detected in a 
parotid gland, supposed to lie in the sub- {case of urgency, where a few seconds lost 
stance of this gland. The attendants being } ‘might be fatal to the patient. This article 
arranged so as to give every assistance to /thenwas applied on a sponge to the nostrils, 
the patient and the operator, the anesthetical { and not producing any effect, a small portion 
liquid was applied as usual with a sponge, ; was insinuated into the mouth. At this 
and with the freedom employed in the use {moment some faint appearance of respira- 
_ of ether, but not proper where chloroform {tion was exhibited, and by the continued 
is known to beused. Assoon asthe appli- ‘efforts of artificial respiration and frictions 
cation was made, the patient began tostrug- {the pulse returned, the patient began to 
gle and throw his limbs about in so violent ‘ breathe freely, and in from five to ten min- 
a manner that we were compelled for the {utes more he seemed quite out of danger. 
moment :o resign him into the hands of the ‘ The operation was then concluded, and the 
assistants. But being soon exhausted by ‘ patient carried to his bed. 
the excessive motion, he necessarily inhaled; After lying a few hours ne recovered his 
more freely, thus filling his lungs with the } ‘ usual state, at least so far as to speak and 
vapour of chloroform, and in three or four ; ‘drink without difficulty ; he was, however, 
minutes rendering him insensible. ‘The {much troubled with a secretion of mucus 
Operation was begun, the parotid gland laid Fe the lungs, and a cough necessary to 
bare, the tumour found to lie behind it, the ?extricate it. He had also soreness of the 
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throat in swallowing. The latter symptom {his mouth, he was from time to time re- 


and expectoration continue. The patient 
wishes to leave the hospital this ehernnen, ; 
but I shall previously take occasion to call ; 
him into your presence. i 
The third case is the most important. It} 


; 
has at this time disappeared, but the cough } 
$ 


lieved. At last passing an empty spoon 
into his mouth, and pouring some brandy 
and water from another into it, he was 
made to swallow fully. A stimulating in- 


jection into the bowels was also adminis- 


tered. 
After aiding in clearing his lungs for some 





was that of a young man, about twenty > 
years old, a native of Ireland, who had had} length of time, it was thought he might be 
his arm entangled in the machinery of a} removed to his bed; there a little brandy 
bark-mill about five days before. The mus- } and water was given occasionally, which he 
cles and other organs were torn from the} swallowed readily. He also spoke and an- 
fore part of the arm, and some loss of blood } swered all questions proposed to him until 
took place. On his entrance to the hospital, } the last moment, showing that the organ of 
the hand was found cold and without sensa- § voice was not injured. When asked if he 
tion, showing that the nerves had been de- } suffered, he said yes, and placed his hand on 
stroyed, and that his arm could not be re-3 the region of the heart. Mucus continued 
stored. Amputation was proposed to him, } to fill his throat. There was no obstruction 
but he rejected it, and notwithstanding the } in the opening of the larynx, for mucus is- 
danger of mortification and lockjaw, and; ‘sued from it in a copious stream, showing 
the ultimate uselessness of the limb were ; that his whole lungs were affected. Having 
pointed out to him, he insisted he would die} remained with him until the pulse had be- 
with his arm on. come pretty good, and the respiration appa- 
On Saturday, partial mortification having } rently better, we adjourned, to meet again 
taken place in the mean time, rendering the} in an hour and a half; placing, at the same 
arm excessively painful and fetid, and nine! time, the house-surgeon at his side, with in- 
convinced that he could never recover the} structions to keep his throat clear of mucus, 
use of it, even if he lived, he agreed to have} and support him by stimulants, with the 
it amputated. The surgeons and assistants? strongest injunctions not to leave him till 
took their places around him, as in the last } our return. 
case, while I myself watched his pulse.—} Shortly before the time fixed for the return 
Etherization was carefully made ; immedi- § of the surgeons, which was half- past three 
ately on the application of the anesthetic} o’clock, the house-surgeon, perceiving his 
fluid he became perfectly quiet; the opera- ? pulse to suddenly fail, and that his breathing 
tion proceeded, and was accomplished in } was more hurried, uncovered the stump to 
about two minutes. Just as it was finished, } see if it was bleeding, and found some effu- 
I perceived his pulse was rapidly failing. $ sion of venous blood, probably produced by 
Word was given to suspend the dressing, } the liquefaction of blood from the chloroform 
and dash water on his face, which was im-} poison. He then cleared the mouth of mu- 
mediately done. Notwithstanding this, the’ cus, which he had hardly completed when 
respiration and pulse went on diminishing, } the patient breathed his last without any ef- 
and soon ceased. He was to all appearance } fort or convulsion. Soon after, an opening 
entirely dead. Artificial respiration was} was made in the trachea and air blown into 
directly produced by moving the ribs; the? the lungs for the purpose of inflation, but 
limbs were rubbed, ammonia was moment- without effect. A proposal had been made 


arily applied to the nostrils and mouth, and} 
when these things failed ammonia was in- 
troduced into the mouth, as in the other case. 


to do this during life, but it was objected. to, 
because air had already been thrown into 
the lungs through the nostril, because there 


Soon after this, to our great joy, a slight} was no obstruction in the larynx, because 
inspiration followed, and the efforts being? blood might escape through the aperture 
continued, his respiration improved, though into the trachea, and combine with the con- 
he breathed with difficulty, owing to the} ; gestion and mucus in the lungs to increase 
quantity of mucus in the lungs. By great ‘the difficulty. 

efforts on the part of the gentlemen we: On the following morning an examination 
around in lifiing and turning him on his side, } of the body was proposed, but his friends 
so as to drain out the mucus from his lungs, ; arriving objected, and although we urged 
and by frequently sponging the back part of} the importance of ascertaining the immediate 
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cause of death, they continued to object de- jing to accumulate in the lungs from the ef- 
cidedly. ;fect of the poison, and the weakness of the 

Remarks.—Immediately after the occur- § patient, its oxygenation is prevented, and 
rence of alarming symptoms in this case, it {from want of the animating principle life is 
was discovered that the substance which § suffucated and extinguished. 


had been used was not chloric ether, but 
chloroform; and not till then did we under- 
stand the extraordinary phenomena which 


Is the fatal termination of the third case 


which exists in the preceding cases? There 


¢ 
i be attributed to any cause other than that 


presented themselvesin this and the preced- {is no reason to believe this to be the fact. 


ing case. This patient died with the usual 


The sinking after revival might lead to a sus- 

phenomena of chloroform poison. picion that some other than the usual cause, 
If we consult the records of fatal cases of { congestion of the lungs, existed; and some 
chloroform, published by me in 1849, we } one has suggested that it might have arisen 
shall perceive that of fifteen cases there men- ; from ammonia having entered the lungs. 
tioned, the principal part took place in a very ? How could it be the cause of death in this 
sudden manner, some of them occurring a{case? By being introduced into the lungs 
minute or twoafter the application, and some } and irritating and burning these organs? 
of them in a period from ten minutes to fifty This was impossible in the given circum- 





hours. In the latter cases, the lungs were 
remarkably congested or filled with blood, 
owing to the poison applied to the air-cells 
of the lungs, or circulating with the sangui- 
nevus fluid, as in asphyxia. From various 
causes asphyxia is of frequent occurrence ; 
the phenomena are the same with those pre- 





stances; the patient neither swallowed nor 
breathed after the ammonia had been em- 


{ ployed until the whole had been washed out 


- the mouth by the abundant mucus. 


It 
may have been thought that the ammonia 


irritated the opening into the larynx, and 
; 


swelled it so that no air could pass through. 


sented in these cases, and the remedies are } The air did pass through freely till he died, 
the same—hence the great importance of {and so did the mucus, a less volatile fluid 
being well acquainted with the treatment } than air. Further, when ammonia is intro- 





adopted in all such casualties. 
The first class seem to have perished al- 
most as if they had been struck by lightning, 


the powers of the nervous system appearing } 


to be at once annihilated. In the second 
class, the lungs exhibited a most remarkable 
state of congestion. In the death at ten 
minutes after the application, the lungs were 
‘*a good deal congested ; and discharged, 
when cut, a large quantity of bloody serum.”’ 
In the death in three quarters of an hour, no 
examination was made, but ‘‘the respira- 
tion was infrequent and sighing,’’ showing 
that the function of the lungs was interrupt- 
ed. Inthe third case, ‘‘ the lungs were filled 
with blood and softened; bloody serum in 
pleura.’’ In some of the cases, the heart 
was found disordered, in others the brain, 
but in the whole number, I believe without 
exception, the lungs were charged with 
blood, or congested—the common, decided 
effect of chloroform. 

The revival from anesthetic symptoms 
and prolongation of life for ten minutes, 
three quarters of an hour, and fifty hours, 
bring these cases into the same category 
with ours. The vital principle, after appear- 
ing to be extinguished, lights up, and gives 
the hope of discovery, but the blood continu- 


| duced into the mouth, its entrance into the 
larynx is repelled by contraction of the laryn- 
geal muscles, so that it cannot enter. More- 
over, it was in excessively small quantity. 
A saturated solution of nitrate of silver, it 
may be remarked, is frequently introduced 
into the mouth and even larynx for curative 
purposes. Most of the ammonia immedi- 
‘aie ran out, and the rest was thrown off 
; by the mucus of the lungs and throat. Had 
any disorganizing effect been produced, how 
could the patient have swallowed repeated 
draughts of brandy up to the period of his 
death? Finally, if the ammonia destroyed 
the last patient, how did the second escape 
the action of the same cause? He used the 
same quantity, so far as can be judged; he 
was able to swallow through the day and 
ever since, and to take even solid food:— 
true he was stronger than the other, but this 
difference of strength would have made no 
aegpanes in the chemical, or even vital ac- 
tion, more favourable to the one than to the 
other; yet the one is well, the other is dead. 
‘ But I will insist no further on this point, and 
{perhaps have already said more than was 
required. 
We believe that the temporary resuscita- 
{tion of one of these individuals, and perma- 
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nent restoration of the other from apparent { should not advise it, and I have reason to 
death must be considered as a triumph’ believe it would not have been employed 
honourable to medical science and to this; in this case, had its difference from Distilled 
institution. ‘ Chloric Ether been appreciated. 
— In my remarkson Chloroform, published 
Chloric Ether.—As some misapprehen- ; in 1849, after describing the properties and 
sion exists as to the nature of the chloric } effects of strong Chloric Ether, I have said 
ether employed by Prof. Warren as ananes- ; —‘‘ Should any one, preferring chloroform 
thetic agent, many believing it to be a so- {to the ether, feel disposed to employ this 
lution of chloroform in alcohol, we give the; article in a diluted state, he might very 
following statement on the subject, extract- } properly add a certain portion of alcohol.’”’ 
ed from a late lecture by that gentleman, } This preparation I have never used to any 
with a copy of which he has favoured us. { extent, and am now satisfied that it has dif- 


‘ferent properties from those I supposed it 
LETTER FROM DR. WARREN TO DR. BACHE. to possess. 
Boston, June 8, 1852. { 


My dear Sir—About a year since, viz. 
in May, 1851, I had the pleasure of confer- : Ether, Chloroform, and Tincture of Chlo- 
ring with you on the properties of Strong ; roform. 

Chloric Ether as an anesthetic agent,} ‘‘ Chloric Ether.—This substance is the 
with a view to a description of the same in } product arising from the action of hypochlo- 
a new edition of your valuable Dispensato- | rites of the alkalies, alkaline earths, on a 
ry. I promised that I would, on my re- ; large excess of alcohol, much diluted with 
turn home, write to you on the subject, and: water. It is obtained by distillation, and 
did accordingly write, giving an account of} when carefully prepared, contains chloro- 
the actual state of the ether practice in our; form, chlorinated ether, and alcohol. In 
hospital. One fact, however, of import- | its formation, a large quantity of acetic acid 
ance, had not then come to my knowledge. is produced, and unites with chlorine and 

The Distilled Chloric Ether originally: the base of hypochlorite used in producing 
employed by my advice had been, from} it 
some reason, changed for a mixture of al- ; ‘hi is a permanent compound, possessing 
cohol and chloroform, or a tincture of chlo- : , the grateful odour and sweet taste of chloro- 
roform. As soon as I discovered this fact, ‘ ‘form ; ; when evaporated from the hand, or 
I applied to a chemist, who promised to pre- ‘clean linen, it leaves no odour adhering to 
pare the distilled article. Circumstances | the surface. In this state it is efficient and 
prevented his doing so, and thereon I con- ; convenient for use, as an anesthetic agent. 
ferred with my friend, Dr. Hayes, a distin- ; : It is indefinite in composition, but when de- 
guished philosophical chemist, who readily : composed by mixture with two bulks of 
agreed to give the necessary instructions: water, it should deposit about one-third of 
to Mr. Atwood, a practical chemist con- ; its original bulk of heavy oily fluid. 
nected with the firm of Philbrick, Carpen- ; The extended use of this substance by 
ter, & Co., Washington Street, Boston, for’ some of the surgeons of the Massachusetts 
the right preparation of strong Chloric: General Hospital has led to the attempt to 
Ether, or, as Dr. Hayes prefers to call it, , substitute for it the Tincture of Chloro- 
Compound Chloric Ether. ‘form. It will be seen that these are not 

This preparation I began to use in the | like bodies, and as it is more difficult to 
last autumn, and have, with Dr. J. M.‘ prepare Chloric Ether than Chloroform, 
Warren and other gentlemen, continued to the manufacture of the former will doubt- 
employ it. Dr. Hayes’s views on this sub- ; less remain in the hands of the skilful 
ject you will be able to learn by the note $ pharmaceutists. 
following, which he has had the goodness; Chloroform.—This substance, as a se- 
to address to me. ; condary product, is found after many reac- 

In regard to the case of death to which tions, in which chlorine and hydrocarbons 
you allude, supposed to be from tincture of | are present. When obtained from hypo- 
chloroform, there seerns to be some reason } ‘ chlorites and alcohol, the proportion of the 
for doubt. But as this was not the prepara- | latter substance is very small, relatively to 
tion which I am in the habit of using, 1; that of the hypochlorite used. After care- 


NOTE FROM DR. HAYES TO DR. WARREN. 
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ful purification, it is a definite compound of; pointed out in the preceding papers. It 
well-known physical characters. There is, » consists of a mixture of Alcohol and Chlo- 
however, an important chemical character‘ roform, in the proportion of two to one, 
recently observed, which should form a without distillation. This mixture was 
part of its history—it is decomposed by solar ; adopted no doubt as more economical than 
light. In the early stages of its changes, ; the distilled Compound Chloric Ether, a fact 
the odour remains fragrant for some time, } which accounts for its introduction and sub- 
but is succeeded by a suffocating and cor- stitution for the other; but I have never used 
rosive vapour, arising from the action of it, intentionally, except for the purpose of 
hydrochloric (muriatic) acid on hydrocar- { experiment, and by the aid of Dr. Hayes ! 
bons present. If the remaining chloroform ; have obtained a pure distilled Compound 
is carefully washed and purified, and again; Chloric Ether as mentioned above. From 
exposed, the same changes succeed; con- this article, so far as I know, no fatal cases 
clusively proving that the property is inher- ; have ever occurred. 
ent. The following correct method of prepar- 
The risk attending the use of compounds {ing this Chloric Ether has been kindly 
having the same odour, but really foreign in furnished me by Mr. Atwood :— 
composition, arising from the use of alco-; ‘In my process for the production of 
hol which contains fusel oil in the manu- } Chloric Ether, the alcohol is perfectly freed 
facture of chloroform, has been already } from fusel oil. A larger proportion of alco- 
pointed out in the medical journals.* There ; hol and water are also employed than in 
is, however, a preparation sold under the } the manufacture of Chloroform. 
name of Tincture of Chloroform, which is} The following are the proportions I use : 
objectionable, and as it has been substituted { Chloride (Hypochlorite) of Lime _10 lbs. 
for Chloric Ether, has been examined. Water . sw ws 6 es et se + 6S gale, 
When chloroform is added to alcohol of; Pure Aleohol . . . . . . . 1 gal. 
85 per cent.; it dissolves until about double ‘ Carbonate of Soda, crystallized . 4 Ib. 
the volume of the alcohol has been mixed.{ Break down the chloride of lime in the 
After subsidence a singular change has; water until the excess of hydrate of lime is 
taken place, the water, fusel oil, and some ¢in a uniform pulpy mass, and the chloride 
alcohol unite to form a layer on the surface ‘is perfectly dissolved. Place the mass in 
of the dense alcoholic solution of chloro- ; a still capable of containing twice the quan- 
form. This may be removed, but the solu- tity, and introduce the alcohol. Mix per- 
tion remains too strong for use. Any alco. :fectly and apply a moderate fire under the 
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hol of the shops added, introduces water, ‘still until distillation commences. Con- 
hastening the change which chloroform un.- § tinue the distillation as long as a portion of 
dergoes. When anhydrous alcohol is used, ;the distillate will deposit chloroform on 
unless distillation has been a resort, the ; being mixed with its bulk of water; then 
tincture is subject tu the same change from ; change the receiver, and collect one gallon 
neutral to acid state, as chloroform exhibits. } of alcoholic liquid. 
After such change hydrochloric acid ae Add water to the first portion of the dis- 
be found in it uncombined, unfitting it for ; tillate as long as chloroform is precipitated. 
any use. : Separate the light liquid from the chloro- 
Theoretically and from observation, the form, and wash the latter in twice its bulk 
Compound Chloric Ether seems to be the ; of water containing the carbonate of soda. 
most permanent and convenient form in’ Separate the chloroform from the solution 
which the power of chloroform can be ex- ; of soda and weigh it. 
hibited, and as such should take the a Mix the chloroform, washings, and alco- 
of Chloroform in medical and surgical prac- {holic liquid in a still placed in a water- 
tice.”’ ‘ bath. After twenty-four hours’ repose, dis- 
During the past summer, two or three } til three times the weight of the chloroform, 
deaths are said to have occurred from the ; and mix perfectly. Preserve in well-stop- 
use of the Tincture of Chloroform, under $ ped bottles. 
the name of Chloric Ether, an article dif- The ‘Chloric Ether’ must not redden 
ferent from the true Chloric Ether, as: litmus paper, or give rise to a precipitate 
when mixed with a solution of nitrate of 
silver.”’ i 


* Vide Bost. Med. and Surg. Jour., Jan. 21, 1852. 
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This ether is used in this city, in Salem, } relaxed from birth, and the urine has been 
in New York, the South and West, and is i seen occasionally to deposit a reddish- 
considered a beautiful and valuable article. ; coloured sediment. 

Families who have employed it here have{ Suspicions of urinary calculus were first 
sent from Europe to obtain it. Chloroform, } entertained during the last winter, on ob- 
as already stated, notwithstanding the mor- {serving the patient to make threé or four 
tality which has followed its use, is more { painful and ineffectual attempts before he 
extensively employed all over the world than { was able to pass his water; and this latter 
any other article, and this happens because symptom had gone on increasing so much 
it is more speedy in its effects than anything ii in severity that, up to the time of entering 
else. Sulphuric ether, although there have { ‘the hospital, he would often cry for upwards 
been scarcely any or very few "authentic ac- ‘ of half an hour at each period of micturi- 
counts of its fatal effects [vide British and ‘tion. 
Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, Janu-; The influence of chloroform having been 
ary, 1852] is not known to be employed to { completely induced in spite of considerable 
any great extent in other places than Boston. ‘resistance on the part of the patient, a cal- 
culus of moderate dimensions was readily 
‘ ? detected with the sound, and rendered au- 
Chsster County—The following ore the ; idible on being struck. The urethra being 


returns mad t tration Law ! 
made under the Registration ‘ tolerably capacious and calculus small, the 


since it came into operation, on the first day } 
of July last, until October 31st, for Chester } y want of am epplioehl Tihewhy incteument 


was much regretted. 


County :— Births. Deaths. Marriages. ; Boy sick and ill all day and night follow- 
July " ‘ 2 {ing the sounding, from the effects of the 
pall ° : Pp 7 chloroform. To have middle diet, and to 
pn ; pe 45 remain undisturbed ten days or a fortnight, 
amen. ’ ‘= 97 Nl to familiarize him to the hospital and his 


attendants. 
ma May 31. Improved in condition and ap- 

Ositvary Recorp.—We record, with : semmesiies complains less in passing water, 
profound regret, the death of Dante} which he has been instructed to do whilst 
Drake, M.D., which took place in Cincin- ! on his back in bed. Again sounded in con- 
nati, on the 5th of November. We have sultation, but without a resort to chloroform, 
not yet received the particulars of this sad ‘as he much objected to it. Some little 
event, which deprives the profession of the {impediment experienced on entering the 
West of one of its most shining lights. sound, owing to the elongated and thick- 
ened state of the prepuce. The presence of 
calculus not being unanimously established, 
lithotomy only conditionally sanctioned. 

{ June 2. Bowels very freely moved three 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. times from an injection administered early 
{ this morning. 

Case of Stone in the Bladder—Lithotomy ; 1 P.M. Patient quickly and effectually 
--Death under the influence of Chloroform } placed under the influence of chloroform by 
in thirty-six hours.— George Gosling, aged ‘ Dr. Black, house-surgeon, after the Edin- 
six years and a half, was admitted into the } burgh method, and a grooved staff intro- 
West Norfolk and Lynn Hospital, under { duced; during the passage of the instrument, 
Dr. Cuarzes Corron, May 15, 1852. De- $a further copious liquid evacuation escaped 
scribed by the mother as ‘‘a pensive ailing } from the bowels. The stone being now 
child from infancy, though always hearty ‘ satisfactorily evident, the operation was pro- 
at his meals.’’ Was treated for worms} ceeded with by making with the knife a free 
about three years ago, when he first began } external lateral section, and afterwards cut- 
to complain of pain and aching at the lower ting into the groove of the staff, taking care 
part of the stomach, and across the back ; not to open the urethra too far forwards ; then 
and loins, together with itching and smart- { substituting a small cutting gorget, and cau- 
ing at the extremity of the penis befure and ; ; tiously feeling its beak sliding upon the sur- 
after passing water. The bowels have been face of the staff, the division of the prostate 
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and neck of the bladder was gently effected} Evening.—Weaker and weaker; sinking 
in the usual way, a gush of urine following ; gradually. Death just after midnight. 
the entrance of the instrument; the internal; Examination twelve hours after death.— 
incision having been still further dilated by ‘Some diffused congested patches upon the 
the forefinger, a pair of curved forceps was i chest, abdomen, and extremities, and great 
introduced, when an incrusted calculus, of ‘ lividity of the depending parts of the trunk. 
mulberry formation, weighing two scruples ; Lungs, posteriorly and inferiorly, much con- 
and a half, was at once seized and with- ‘gested. Right kidney double its ordinary 
drawn without difficulty. The boy was $size, its cortical and tubular structure darkly 
then conveyed to bed, still under the influ- {congested ; the left useless, and almost com- 
ence of chloroform and quite unconscious of’ pletely wasted. Bowels contained but a 
the operation, which had occupied but a ‘small quantity of liquid matter; the mucous 
very short time. A slight oozing of blood ‘surface pale and bloodless; bladder hyper- 
from the wound was restrained by the ap-{trophied and contracted, but otherwise 
plication of matico. healthy and without a blush of vascularity. 
Evening.—Quite comfortable and easy } The internal incision marked by an unim- 
for upwards of two hours after the opera- { portant congested condition, found of limit- 
tion, when purging commenced; the pa- {ed extent, and not exceeding the boundaries 
tient makes no complaint, but lies in a{of the prostate and neck of the bladder. 
drowsy state, breathing quickly; face of a} The walls of the rectum in proximity with 
dusky hue, and skin profusely perspiring ; ! the wound darkly congested. 
pulse 120; tongue clean; there is notender-} General conclusion.—Diarrhea, stupor, 
ness of abdomen, but frequent spinage- | and nervous shock, consequent upon the 
coloured, slimy, frothy stools escape from | operation, the wasted kidney, though evi- 
the bowels. Symptoms attributed by Mr. | dently the result of disease at some former 
Cotton to chloroform. period, being immediately connected with 
3d. Has had lead and opium, aromatic ; the cause of death.—Prov. Med. and Surg. 
confection, logwood, starch injections, &c., | Journ., Oct. 13, 1852. 
bat there aes ertnneenmeessiee of weil | [We cannot but suspect that the chloro- 
evacuations from the bowels, which nothing f 
é é ‘form was more operative than any other 
can check; urine dribbles away by the} ; . j : 
oe : cause in producing the fata! result in this 
wound; the boy lies in a motionless, coma- } 
tose state, as if under the influence of some io 
narcotic poison; the breathing is hurried 
and heavy; pulse rapid; face congested;} Medical Profession in England.—(We 
eyes suffused, and pupils dilated. He ap- ; copy the following statement from the num- 
pears sensible on being roused, but imme- ; ber of the Lancet, for September 18, 1852. 
diately relapses into a state of stupor. Or- ‘It furnishes an instructive commentary on 
dered hot stupes to the abdomen. ‘i slanders uttered against the American 
Various opinions hazarded in explanation } medical profession by the editor of the 
of the boy’s symptoms—chloroform, shock, | Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal, 
inflammation of intestinal canal, internal ; Joun Henry Watsu, Esq.,and which were 
hemorrhage, &c. The operation was al- {noticed in our last number. For, if we can 
lowed to have been performed in the most { believe but one-half of what the Lancet avers, 
perfect way. The improbability of hemor- ; the great mass of the profession in the Uni- 
rhage, from the symptoms present, was ;‘ed States are governed, we may confidentiy 
immediately confirmed by passing the fin- | say, by a loftierstandard of ethics than their 
ger through the wound, giving issue on its ‘brethren of Great Britain; they hold also a 
withdrawal to two or three ounces of clear ’ more elevated position in society, and their 
urine, and two small coagula. No blame, } services are held in higher estimation.] 
it was ‘warmly contended, could justly be} On pursuing the subject of the non-pay- 
attributed to the chloroform, as the symp- ; ment of hospital medical officers, proofs are 
toms, diarrhoea and stupor, were unusual, {afforded showing that this evil is of far 
and did not come on until some time after ‘greater magnitude than was generally con- 
the patient had been placed comfortably in ; templated. The injury done to hospital phy- 
bed, and had recovered (apparently) alto- {sicians and surgeons themselves is as no- 
gether from its influence. ‘thing, compared with the injury which the 
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example offers of men in the highest posi-; On the other hand, the College of Sur- 
tions working systematically for nothing, } geons, having a duty given them by the 
and which injury is thus reflected upon the; State—the custody of the Hunterian Mu- 
profession at large. In every department, } seum, for which the State pays them nothing 
the effects of this vicious system are felt } —demands victims and pecuniary resources, 
most banefully. Indeed, the professioncan} They must, week after week, pass a certain 


never become what it should be in itself, or 
in public esteem, until this pressing griev- 
ance has been rectified. 

That the profession is deplorably over- 
stocked is notorious. Everywhere medical 
men are jostling each other for the merest 
crumbs of practice and emolument. Con. 
siderable numbers are annually squeezed out 
of the profession by failure, and are obliged 


number of young men, or the spirit in the 
bottles on the museum shelves will run dry, 
and no new Dodos or Megatheriums will 
arise to startle the. town, and redound to the 
glory of the College. Our weekly pass-lists 
drag their slow length along, inundating the 
profession, in order that the Hunterian Mu- 
seum may thrive. Many a quaking student 
has thought the Board of Examiners his aw- 


2 
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to take subordinate offices, clerkships, or are§ ful lords and masters—keepers of his fate 
forced to become emigrants. The other: for weal and woe, body and soul. No such 
day, we tendered a fare, at a metropolitan thing! Students, candidates for member- 
railway station, to a clerk, for whom £500; ship, are the real masters of the College, 
had been paid as a premium to an hospital; lords thereof, and of that which it contains, 


surgeon! Of those who do follow the pro- 
fession, many die prematurely, worn out by 
the desperate competition in which they must 
struggle for an existence. At the root of 
these evils, and numerous others, we are 
convinced that our present hospital system 
has much, indeed the most, to answer for. 
We may subscribe to benevolent funds, and 
build almshouses for our decayed or distress- 
ed members, but unless we can reform the 
non-paying system at hospitals and its mis- 
chievous corollaries, we begin at the wrong 
end, and are merely trifling with the evil— 
stopping leaks in the medical body politic, 
instead of arresting the flow of mischief at 
its source. 

Our hospital physicians and surgeons work 
hard, and have no direct payment. They 
must, however, be remunerated indirectly, 
if not directly. The only source of remune- 
ration is in collecting students to walk the 
hospitals, who pay fees. This being the 
case, every allurement, bribe, and induce- 
ment, short of actual misrepresentation, is 
held out to parents and guardians, to send 
their sons to such and such a school, and to 
devote them to the medical profession. Just 
at this season of the year, every hospital and 
school, goaded by the non-paying system, is 
exhibiting its wares, some real, some mere- 
tricious, in the most attractive and seductive 
form, and some hundreds of innocent young 
men will this year, as in others, pass under 
the medical yoke on the Ist of October ; 
furnishing the annual pabulum towards the 
overcrowding of our unhappy profession 
in future years. 


‘ councillors, examiners, and all; without the 
savour of whose fees the whule fabric would 
collapse into nothingness. 

: In these vicious circles, professional im- 

; poverishment proceeds. Hospital physicians 

} and surgeons are under the imperious neces- 

i sity of increasing, by every possible means, 

the number of medical students. The Col- 

lege of Surgeons are under the same dread 
enforcement to pass a certain number of 
men per annum ; the Council and Examiners 
are compelled year by year to perform pro- 
fessional matricide and fratricide at the 
shrine of John Hunter. No player on the 
stage was ever more at the mercy of an au- 
dience for support and preservation, than are 
the managers of John Hunter’s remains for 
convertible students. His is the star before 
which all other interests must be sacrificed. 

In truth, the Hunterian Oration should be a 

dirge instead of a triumphal shout. 

There is little or no hope for professional 
advancement to the young men entering 
upon the practice of medicine or surgery, 
unless the Boards of Examiners are brought 
to feel that they exist, not as machinery for 
overcrowding the profession, but for repress- 
ing overcrowding. They should stand at 
the portals, not with an interest in increas- 
ing the numbers already struggling in the 
arena, but animated by the sense of their 
duty to suffer none to pass through but the 
perfectly qualified. There would then be 
elbow-room for the true sons of medicine, 
jand for hard-working students, and we 
?should in due time thrust out the quacks 
‘who enter in such numbers by the College 
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gates. At present every class, except the} There is but one remedy for the evils of 
highest, is complaining. ‘the medical body politic, in much that re- 
None but editorial eyes and ears can see {lates to pecuniary pressure and social degra- 
= — ¥ the bitter = scsi —— This a — in diminishing 
rom medical assistants, most of whom are ‘the excessive and terrific competition, by 
now qualified practitioners, and some of them / putting some limitation on the shoals pouring 
physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries. ; yearafter year among the overcrowded ranks 
Their masters undertake gratuitous work, ‘of medical and surgical practice. Such a 
in imitation of their hospital leaders and ‘great good can only be effected by an altered 
superiors, and medical assistants must per- / management of the College of Surgeons, and 
a a for a mere sil The crowd- ; by a new administration of our hospital sys- 
ed state of the medical labour-market pro- ;tem. The Council and Board of Examiners 
vides plenty of young men willing to slave ‘must be brought to look to the crown or 
“From night to morn, from morn to dewy eve,” _; Parliament for the support of the Hunterian 
for b lothi — M ‘ Museum, and must consider it their duty not 
we aren om re et 8 k “hi (to facilitate, by pecuniary payments, admis- 
ws eae ae wie i os “ 'm- ‘ sion into the profession, but to guard it with 
- nner — _ Be sage pe “0 Pore sall due jealousy for the honour of the profes- 
et “ ite ous Be ti "sion, and the interests of those who have 
shang se — ree ei forty {trendy devoted themselves to its practice, 
one, Where the mor a § . . 
erent. Yong sheen ael aegis ;and to whom there is no available retreat. 
1 oe 5 dai ahaehenion® Hospital physicians and surgeons must look 
nate we pees emma da ral 8 Sto the Boards and Governors for that pay 
een i tn eae rie vane ‘which they now derive from students, and 
Pe a perenne , at st - “gone ; which acts as a premium upon the introduc- 
oe at —— and hospi ieee he " {tion of the largest possible number of stu- 
Would have got Detter wages at Mowe" and ’ dents into the profession. 
James’s, or Swan and Edgar’s, with only a 
yard measure and a white neck-tie for capi- 
yen = sates The Autobiography A a ag 
ast week we gave an account of the scale : ; t : bapa 
of remuneration ie vogue among the assistant ; wie wiertalanar Ay sinc ag 
medical officers and house-surgeons of lu- ‘pious and highly interesting biography, for 
natic asylums. The average salary for such } the publication of which we have long and 
responsible posts is, we find, about £60 a} anxiously waited. It appears, however, that 
year. The Surgeon’ 16 viewed as a less ‘the autobiography contains so many personal 
valuable commodity than the matron or ‘allusions, and so many unsparing criticisms 
steward. At Colney Hatch, the matron gets of living, or recently deceased scientific 
£200 a year; a resident medical officer is} men, that the executors are not only afraid 
paid £70! At Hanwell, the same figures / of publishing, but are actually prevented 
are repeated! _At Gloucester, the medical § from doing so by the laws of Sweden, which 
resident is paid £50, the matron £100 8 / forbid the printing of works dealing in per- 
year! Yet these officers must be men ——— several years after the death 
< 
H 





some age and standing in the profession, of their authors. From the known dislike 
duly qualified, and, for the pittances named, { of Berzelius to Sir Humphrey Davy, and to 
must devote themselves to hard work and {the recently deceased Dr. Thomas Thom- 
celibacy in the pleasant society of county ‘gon, it is supposed that these eminent che- 
lunatic asylums. mists figure largely in the suppressed work. 

This week our pages contain the com- | We feel sure that the surviving relatives of 
plaints of emigrant surgeons and ship sur- {these distinguished men would prefer the 
geons, who, although a large and increasing ; opportunity of answering such criticisms 
body of men, appear in a worse condition ; themselves, rather than leave the task to a 
than even home assistants and the residents ; future generation. We trust that the obsta- 
in lunatic asylums. We refer our readers {cles which prevent the appearance of this— 
to the letters signed M.S., and M.R.C.S., {as we are told—remarkable work, may be 
Eng., which show that at sea our profession ; overcome, and that speedily.—Lancet, Sept. 
is not better off than on shore. 18, 1852. 
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for, 105 — at the West, 84 
Albuminous urine, 31 —, strychnine in, 84 
Alcohol, new, 144 Chloric ether, 156 
Alleghany County Medical Society, 17 Chloroform, death from inhalation of, 5, 34, 
Allopaths and allopathy, 103 36, 38, 74, 75, 84, 86, 100, 105, 139, 144, 
America, medical science and medical pro- 153, 159 
fession in, 27 —- , electricity to arrest fatal effects 
American Medical Association, 4, 10,19, 29,3 of, 5 
41, 102, 137, 145 —--—— ointment for hemicrania and neu- 
sTeportofcom-?} ralgia, 105 
mittee on amendments, to constitution of, »P , 139 
145 ;Chomel, resignation of, 76 
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Bazin, itch cured in two hours, 88 
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